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Sangre de Cristo Acequia Association
(719) 695-0060

Application for Legal/Technical Assistance
OPEN TO ALL ACEQUIAS IN COSTILLA AND CONEJOS COUNTIES
Operating informally as an acequia can leave irrigators vulnerable.  The 2009 Acequia Recognition law creates an “acequia ditch corporation” that provides an alternative to incorporating as a mutual ditch company.  Though current irrigators on an acequia may have an understanding of how the ditch operates, how water is distributed, and how things are enforced, writing these understandings down in formal bylaws will make certain that: 1) all irrigators are on the same page, and 2) new landowners and the next generation is easily able to understand longtime practices and expectations (such as ditch maintenance).
This legal/technical assistance program will “pair” an acequia with a law student and an experienced attorney to help the acequia with the following:

· Incorporate or re-incorporate with the state (as a mutual ditch company or acequia ditch corporation)

· Develop or update acequia bylaws (including legal review for compliance with Colorado law)

· Ensure that an acequia has all necessary/important documents and records

· Provide guidance on issues such as voting, enforcement, insurance, etc.

In order to receive this assistance, we want to know that an acequia is dedicated to the process of working through these issues and that there will be at least one person on the ditch that is willing to be in regular communication with the acequia association and they laws student/attorney. 
If you’re not sure whether you want help, but would like someone from the acequia association to come and speak with everyone on your acequia, please contact Delmer Vialpando or Sarah Parmar (719) 695-0060.

Please fill out the application on the back of this page.
Sangre de Cristo Acequia Association
(719) 695-0060
                          Application for Legal/Technical Assistance
OPEN TO ALL ACEQUIAS IN COSTILLA AND CONEJOS COUNTIES


Date _________________________

Acequia Name ______________________________

Primary Contact(s):
Name/Role (e.g. mayordomo)_____________________________________________

Phone ______________________________
E-mail ________________________

Name/Role___________________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________
E-mail ________________________

Is the acequia incorporated with the Secretary of State? 
Does the acequia have bylaws?  If so, what is the date of the bylaws?

How many irrigators are on this acequia?

Are you willing to commit time to working with a law/student and attorney?
After you have finished the process of incorporating and creating/updating bylaws, will you be willing to help other acequias through the process (answering questions, sharing your experience, etc.)? [Not required, but appreciated]
Please return this application: in person to 601 Church Place, San Luis (above Community Bank), OR mail to P.O. Box 721, San Luis, CO 81152, OR give to Delmer Vialpando (719) 298-2089 OR email to info@sangreacequias.org on or by March 1st, 2012.
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